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World Earth Day & Rotary’s Role in Environmental Sustainability

A Call to Protect Our Planet Every year on World Earth Day, people across the globe come together to celebrate our planet
and renew their commitment to protecting it. What began as a grassroots environmental movement has now evolved into
a global call for action—reminding us that the Earth is not just a resource, but our shared home.—— Why Earth Day
Matters More Than Everln today’s rapidly changing world, environmental challenges are becoming increasingly severe.
Climate change, deforestation, water scarcity, pollution, and loss of biodiversity are no longer distant threats—they are
realities we are experiencing every day.

e Rising global temperatures are affecting weather patterns
e Water shortages are impacting millions of lives
e Air and plastic pollution are harming ecosystems

¢ Forest depletion is threatening wildlife and human balance

Earth Day serves as a powerful reminder that sustainable living is not a choice—it is a necessity.—— & The Responsibility
of Every Individual

Protecting the environment is not the duty of governments alone. Every individual has a role to play. Simple actions can
create a significant impact:

e Conserving water and electricity

e Reducing plastic usage

¢ Practicing waste segregation and recycling
e Planting and nurturing trees

e Adopting eco-friendly habits in daily life

When these small actions are multiplied by millions, they create a wave of positive change.—— @ The Role of Rotary
International

Recognizing the urgency of environmental issues, Rotary has made “Supporting the Environment” one of its key areas of
focus. Across the world, Rotary clubs are actively involved in projects that promote sustainability and ecological balance.
1. Tree Plantation & Afforestation : Rotary clubs organize large-scale tree plantation drives to combat deforestation and
improve air quality. These initiatives not only restore greenery but also help in carbon absorption and climate control. 2.
Water Conservation & Management : Through rainwater harvesting, watershed development, and clean water projects,
Rotary contributes to sustainable water usage and accessibility—especially in rural and drought-prone areas. 3. Waste
Management & Plastic Reduction : Rotary promotes awareness about waste segregation, recycling, and reducing single-use
plastics. Many clubs actively support clean-up drives and eco-friendly practices. 4. Environmental Awareness Campaigns :
Education is key to change. Rotary conducts seminars, workshops, and community outreach programs to spread awareness
about environmental protection. 5. Sustainable Community Projects : Rotary supports schools and communities by
implementing eco-friendly infrastructure such as solar lighting, green campuses, and sanitation systems.

Impact at the Community Level : In India, Rotary clubs—including those in cities and smaller towns—have played a vital
role in promoting environmental awareness. From organizing cleanliness drives to supporting water projects and green
initiatives, Rotary’s grassroots efforts are making a visible difference.

Clubs like Rotary Club of Latur Midtown are contributing through local initiatives that align with global environmental
goals—proving that local action can lead to global impact.—— Looking Ahead — A Sustainable Future The future of our
planet depends on the choices we make today. Environmental protection is not a one-day activity—it is a continuous
commitment. Earth Day inspires us to: e Think responsibly e Act sustainably e Inspire others to care
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